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apparatus for processing a precision
workpiece such as a semiconductor

wafer. Particularly, the present invention
is concerned with a technique for

processing a wafer along a prescribed
path, such as an m-thickness etch path.

A semiconductor device is generally
produced by an etching technique in
which, for example, an m-thickness

resist layer is formed on a
semiconductor wafer of silicon or

gallium arsenide, a metallic conductor
layer such as aluminum or copper is

formed on the resist layer, and the wafer
is etched along a predetermined path in
the resist layer. In order to perform the
etching, a prior art apparatus generally
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employs a system in which a laser beam
or beams impinge upon the wafer. The
apparatus includes a light-transmissive
window and a rotary table. The window
is fixed to a position above the rotary

table, and is provided with a laser beam
and controls the laser beam to direct the

beam 595f342e71
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